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ERIC GARDNER TURNER (1911-1983): IN MEMORIAM 
Sir Eric Turner was the first Reader (from 1948), then Pro- 
fessor (from 1950 to his retirement in 1978) of Papyrology at 
University College, London, this being the only titular chair of 
papyrology in Britain. He was instrumental in founding the Insti- 
tute of Classical Studies and was its first Director, 1953-1963. 
He was President of the Hellenic Society, 1968-1971, and of the 
Union Acad~mique Internationale, 1974-1977. Within his own dis- 
cipline he was President of the Association Internationale des 
Papyrologues, 1965-1974, and Chairman of the Committee of the 
Egypt Exploration Society, 1956-1978. He was also joint editor 
of the Society's Graeco-Roman Memoirs from 1954 until his death. 
Among many other honours, he received honorary doctorates from 
Brussels, Geneva, and Liverpool, and was a Corresponding Member 
of nine foreign academies. He was elected a Fellow of the British 
Academy in 1956, awarded a CBE in 1975, and knighted in 1981. 
The twentieth-century discipline of papyrology owes its 
existence to the discovery and excavation, since the end of the 
last century, of vast stocks of papyrus preserved in the dry sands 
of Egypt. The largest single cache was a series of rubbish dumps 
at ancient Oxyrhyncus, modern Behnesa, on the edge of the Western 
Desert, 120 miles south of Cairo. These were discovered by B. P. 
Grenfell and A. S. Hunt in 1896/1897 and excavated by them during 
the next five seasons, on expeditions of the Egyptian Exploration 
Fund (now Society). Publication of this material by the Society 
is still continuing in the series The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. Volume 
i, edited by Grenfell and Hunt, appeared in 1898 and Volume 50 in 
1984 and, under the inspired guidance of Turner (since 1954) and 
his colleagues, these have maintained the highest standards of 
scholarship and production. 
Papyrology has transformed our knowledge of classical antiq- 
uity. As Turner said [1973], "There have been greater discoveries 
in the last hundred years (and in the sixties of the twentieth 
century) than at any time since the Renaissance." Hitherto almost 
all of the surviving texts came to us only in the form of Byzantine 
or medieval copies dating from the ninth and tenth centuries A.D. 
at the earliest, and our only direct contemporary evidence had to 
be gleaned from archaeological sites and inscriptions; now we have 
parts, sometimes substantial, of many previously lost works, and 
a vast (though fragmentary and random) knowledge of new aspects 
of everyday life in Graeco-Roman Egypt. The story of the dis- 
covery and exploration of this record is told very well by Turner~ 
especially [1980]. 
A papyrologist must be prepared to handle any kind of text 
accurately and with insight. Here are a few examples from mathe- 
matics associated with Turner's work: Volume 1 of The Oxyrhynchus 
Papyri contains a wide range of material, perhaps chosen to display 
the breadth of richness of this find. One example is a brief Euclid 
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ean fragment (P. Oxy. i 29), the enunciation and figure of Ele- 
ments II 5, a text that Turner reassigned, on palaeographic 
grounds, to i00 ± 25 A.D. (see the note in Pack [1965, No. 368]). 
Volume 1 of the The Hibeh Papyri contains an astronomical text 
(P. Hib. i 27) of interest to mathematicians as an illustration 
of Greek fractional notation [see Turner and Fowler 1983]. 
Turner was interested in the plays of Menander (c. 342 - c. 290), 
an Athenian New Comedy writer whose works are known almost en- 
tirely from texts preserved on papyrus. One codex containing 
fragments of his Misoumenos ("The man she hated") also contains 
some tables for handling fractions such as were used in Egypt 
(and, as far as we can tell, throughout the ancient Greek world) 
such as "Of 1 the 13th is a 13th; of 2, a 7th, a 91st; of 3, a 
6th, a 26th, a 39th, etc." These tables are translated and dis- 
cussed, briefly, accurately, and authoritatively, and then the 
text of the play continues [see Turner, 1965]. (In fact Turner 
knew of many more examples of these tables than are cited in the 
literature on ancient mathematics; an attempt, at his suggestion, 
to compile a complete catalogue is given in Fowler [1984]. 
Finally, his [1975] is the first known example of a papyrus text, 
not an inscription, which contains numbers expressed in the 
acrophonic system. 
Papyrologists are renowned for their spirit of mutual co- 
operation, criticism, and correction, and Turner displayed all 
these characteristics to a high degree. He was particularly 
energetic in helping and inspiring students and scholars of all 
ages and disciplines, something that I can affirm from personal 
experience. While historians of astronomy, under the leadership 
of Neugebauer, have paid close attention to the papyrological 
record (see, for example, Turner and Neugebauer [1949] and 
Neugebauer [1962]), most historians of ancient mathematics, with 
the notable exception of Vogel, know of this kind of evidence 
only at second and third hand, if at all. Though relatively 
little directly related to mathematics has been found or pub- 
lished--see items 366-369 and 2306-2325 in [Pack 1965J--there 
is much that has been firmly established by papyrologists which 
deserves wider dissemination and evaluation. To cite just one 
class of examples: the discoveries of papyrology and epigraphy 
have told us a great deal about the ever popular topic of an- 
cient numerical practice, but many of the texts and interpreta- 
tions that are found in Coulton [1975], Smyly [1905], de Ste. 
Croix [1956], Tod [1979], Turner [1975], Turner and Fowler [1983], 
and Youtie [1973-1975, 1974, 1981] have yet to reach the general 
histories of mathematics. 
Eric Turner was energetic and eloquent in his attempts to 
disclose the papyrus record and bring the findings to a wide 
public, and his books and articles will continue to inspire and 
inform scholars who have an interest in any aspect of classical 
civilization. 
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SELECT BIBLIOGRAPHY OF E. G. TURNER 
A complete bibliography to 1980, comprising contributions 
to thirteen editions of papyrus texts, three books (1971, 1977, 
and 1980 below), five published lectures and monographs, eighty- 
seven articles and notes, seventy-two reviews, and many miscel- 
laneous pieces, can be found on pp. xiii-xx of the Festschrift, 
Papyri Edited in Honour of E. G. Turner (Egypt Exploration So- 
ciety, 1981) presented to him on his seventieth birthday. This 
bibliography will be brought up to date and reprinted in Volume 
52 of The Oxyrhynchus Papyri. The following selections contain 
only material referred to in this notice or items of special 









(with O. Neugebauer), Gymnasium debts and new moons. Bulle- 
tin of the John Rylands Library 32 (1949), 80-96. (P. Ryl. 
Inv. 666 = P. Ryl. iv 589, which contains financial accounts 
and a calendar of new moons.) 
Athenian books in the fifth and fourth centuries B. C. 
Inaugural Lecture at University College, London, 22ndMay 
1951: H. K. Lewis, 1952; 2nd ed. with Addenda and Corri- 
genda, 1977. 
Bibliography of linear 'B' Bulletin of the Institute of 
Classical Studies 2 (1955), 22-24. (The seminars which led 
to the decipherment of Linear B Cretan Script by John Chad- 
wick and Michael Ventris were held in the newly founded 
Institute of Classical Studies under Turner's direction.) 
New fragments of the Misoumenos of Menander. Bulletin of 
the Institute of Classical Studies, Suppl. 17 (1965). (The 
codex also contains tables of 13th, 14th, 15th, and 16th 
parts. The main text, without tables of parts, has been 
republished as P. Oxy xxxiii 2656.) 
Greek manuscripts of the ancient world. London/New York: 
Oxford Univ. Press (Clarendon) 1977. (A representative 
selection of plates, with introduction and annotations, to 
illustrate the scripts and formats of the ancient book. 
Turner was working on a second edition before he died; it 
will be completed and published by his colleagues.) 
The papyrologist at work. Greek, Roman, and Byzantine 
Monographs, No. 6 (1973). (The J. H. Gray Lectures given 
at the University of Cambridge in 1971) 
A commander-in-chief's order from Saqqara. Journal of 
Egyptian Archaeology 60 (1974), 239-242. (Possibly the 
earliest surviving externally datable papyrus text: a boldly 
written notice, "Of Peukestas. No one is to pass. The 
chamber is that of a priest," dating from c. 330 B. C.) 
Four obols a day men of Saqqara. In La Monde Grec: Hommages 
a Claire Pr~aux, ed. J. Bingen and others, pp. 573-577 and 
plate X, Brussels: Edition de l'unzverslte, 1975. (A brief 
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financial account, the first published example, other than 
some instances of literary stichometry, or a written, not 
inscribed, text which uses acrophonic numerals.) 
1977 The typology of the early codex. Philadelphia: Univ. of 
Philadelphia Press, 1977. (Analyzes, in great detail, the 
format of makeup of the early codex, the modern form of 
book which came to replace the roll in the fourth century 
A.D.) 
1980 Greek papyri, an introduction. London/New York: Oxford 
Univ. Press (Clarendon), 1968, revised supplemental edition, 
1980. (The best general introduction to papyrology.) 
1983 (with D. H. Fowler), Hibeh Papyrus i 27: An early example 
of Greek arithmetical notation, Historia Mathematica i0 
(1983), 344-359. 
To appear (with D. H. Fowler, L. Koenen, and L. C. Youti), Euclid, 
Elements I, Definitions i-i0 (P. Mich. iii 143), Yale 
Classical Studies. (A corrected republication of one of 
the few known papyrus fragments of the Elements). 
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